
Amos Study – Advent 2022
There is clearly much for us to reflect on in The Book of the Prophet Amos.

Amos, a shepherd and a farmer, found himself recruited by God to be his 
prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel, though his message extends to other 
nations, including the southern kingdom of Judah.  Amos saw a society and a 
religion on its last legs, but nobody else did.

Standards in Amos’ society had declined. Authority and the rule of law were 
despised, national leadership, while revelling in the publicity and privilege of 
position and quick to score debating- points, wasn’t facing up to the real issues 
and standards of public morality were at a low ebb.

The state of Amos’ society provide the context for his ministry and also invites 
us to considering that he might have something to say to us today as there are 
undoubtedly parallels between Amos’ society and our own.  

Session 1 – Judgements against the Nations

Background
Throughout their history in the Promised Land, the children of Israel struggled 
with conflict among the twelve tribes. The disunity went back all the way to the
patriarch Jacob, who presided over a house divided.

• What are the names of the twelve tribes of Israel?

Towards the end Of King Solomon’s reign, one of his servants Jeroboam met 
the prophet Ahijah, who told him that God was going to give him authority over
ten of the twelve tribes of Israel. “Because they have forsaken me . . . and have 
not walked in my ways.” However, God promised that David’s dynasty would 
continue, albeit over a much smaller kingdom, for the sake of God’s covenant 
with David and for the sake of Jerusalem, God’s chosen city.

After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam was set to become the next king.  
Jeroboam led a group of people to confront Rehoboam with a demand for a 
lighter tax burden. When Rehoboam refused, ten of the tribes rejected broke 
away, and Ahijah’s prophecy was fulfilled.  Only the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin remained loyal to King Rehoboam and formed the southern kingdom 
of Judah. The other ten tribes crowned Jeroboam as their king and became the 
northern kingdom Israel.



Readings - 1 Kings 11:1-12;  1 Kings 11:29-36
Amos prophesied after Israel had split in two, during the reigns of Uzziah over 
Judah and Jeroboam II over Israel.  It was a time of political and financial 
prosperity for both kingdoms, however, there was moral bankruptcy - a time of 
physical bounty and spiritual famine.

The Book of Amos

Readings 
In the various cities and nations Amos speaks of what sins they were guilty of:

Damascus(Aram) (1:3-5); Gaza(Philistia) (1:6-8); Tyre(Phoenicia) (1:9-
10); Edom (1:11-12);  Ammon (1:13-15); 
Moab (2:1-3); Judah (2:4-5); Israel (2:6-8)
more on the sins of the 12 tribes:  Amos 2:9-15 &  Amos 3:1-11

Amos Multiple Choice Quiz

Questions 
• What strikes you about the sins that are condemned among Israel and 

Judah’s neighbours?  What common themes are there?
• Israel and Judah were ruled by Hebrew Kings, they considered 

themselves God’s chosen
• people – how does their behaviour compare with that of their neighbours?
• Is there any difference in the sins of Israel and Judah compared to the 

others?

The two major sins identified by Biblical prophets are idolatry and injustice.  
Two sins that break the two most important commandments – idolatry is a 
failure to love God and injustice a failure to love your neighbour.  

• In what ways had Israel and Judah sinned against God?  
• In what ways had they sinned against others?
• Israel had been chosen from among the nations, for what purpose were 

they chosen? 

For Us
• Imagine Amos, with his passion about poverty and injustice, speaking to 

people who attend our churches in Scotland today.  What kind of sins 
would he accuse us of?  



Session 2 – Judgement, Woe and the Call for Repentance

Reading - Amos 4:1-13
• What is the lifestyle of these people?
• What impression does Amos give of their religious practices?
• What has God done to try and bring these people back to Him?

The religion may be enthusiastic but there is something deeply wrong: an 
offering is a way of acknowledging and thanking God for his generosity - but 
here it is being used as a way of looking good.  Offerings and tithes are an 
opportunity to boast.

For Us
• What kind of religious experiences have you had or seen which have 

similar problems to what we see in Amos 4?
• In terms of bearing a witness to God, what are the best things the Church 

can do? 
• In terms of bearing witness to God, what are the worst things the Church 

can do? 

Reading - Amos 5 7-27

Questions
• In this passage, what would you say is the state of the nation of Israel?
• What kind of society does v.13 suggest that exists in Israel?
• How does it compare to our society today?

Being prepared to speak up and name problems and issues isn’t a popular job.  
The prophet Jeremiah condemns the false prophets who fail to speak up about 
the sins of the nation.  ‘Peace, peace’ they say when there is no peace.’  
(Jeremiah 6:14)

For Us
• Do you feel the temptation when with friends, in your community or at 

work to ‘keep your head down’ rather than speak up against things that 
you feel are wrong?

Amos Chapter Five is concerned with two familiar concepts - lament and 
repentance.  



Lament
Many Christians shy away from the word ‘lament’ it’s perhaps more 
comfortable to celebrate than to lament.  But when we consider the injustices 
and tragedy of the world, perhaps lament is something we should all give more 
time to.

We have to be careful that when we need to lament that we avoid simply 
moaning and blaming others.  Perhaps the difference is that lament is a heartfelt
cry of anguish before God, as with someone who feels the pain of the situation 
and wants to be involved in action to redeem things, not simply point the finger 
at others from a position of comfort.

• What are the current issues that make you lament for our country or for our 
community?

Repentance
The prophecy of Amos isn’t all doom and gloom.  There’s always the possibility
of change, of hope and of restoration.  This is where the need for repentance 
comes in.

• What does the word ‘repentance’ actually mean?  

It doesn’t just mean being really sorry or even feeling bad - it actually means 
‘to turn around’ – to stop going one way and turn to go another.  This is what 
Amos calls Israel to do – change direction, go another way – to acknowledge 
that the way they are heading is towards disaster and that they need to seek God
and change.

Questions – in Amos 5:14-17
• What are the specific ways Israel should turn around?
• What will happen if Israel changes her ways (or doesn’t)?

There is hope but it requires repentance and a change of direction: ‘Seek good, 
not evil, that you may live.  Then the Lord God Almighty will be with you, just 
as you say he is.’ (Amos 5:14)

For Us
• In today’s world what situations are you desperate to see a turnaround and

change in behaviour? 



Session 3 – Justice, Judgement and Hope
Much of both the Old and New Testament suggest that God cares about how 
people are treated and hates it when the rich and powerful neglect and oppress 
the poor and weak.

The Just People Quiz
The Church has a rich tradition of people who have been involved in political 
action for justice.  

The quiz shows there is a great heritage of Christians who have made stands for
justice.  However, it’s a sad reality that many of these ‘just people’ spent their 
time battling against people who professed to be Christians.  Lord Shaftesbury, 
Desmond Tutu and Martin Luther King had to fight against other church-going 
people who either wanted to maintain the status quo or those who used the 
Christian faith to justify oppressive and unjust actions.  The role of prophets is 
often to challenge the church, as well as the nation.

Here is an example where religion is being used to maintain injustice rather 
than challenging it.  Amaziah is the Priest at the King’s religious centre, Bethel, 
and he doesn’t like what Amos is saying.

Reading - Amos 7:1-17 
• What do you think Amaziah’s concerns were?  
• What does he mean when he says ‘the land cannot bear all his words’? 

(v.10)
• Why do you think Amos’ emphasises his humble and non-religious job? 

(v.14)
• Where does Amos’ authority to prophesy come from?  
• Is there a difference between political power and true authority?

For Us
• Amos was speaking to people who considered themselves God’s people.  

In what ways can our church be in danger of complacency?  
How do we need to be challenged?

• When we look back on issues like slavery or apartheid, it’s perhaps hard 
to understand how Christians could not be opposed to it. But over what 
issues do you think that future generations will criticise us for the way we
failed to act?  
On what issues should we as Christians be making more of a stand?  



One of the main themes in Amos is that of changing behaviour.  Amos tells the 
Israelites to stop the meaningless religion, corruption and oppressive behaviour 
and change their ways: ‘Seek the Lord and live’ (5:6).

• Think about changes you have made in your life and about how you do 
things because of your faith. What helps you to make changes and hold to
them?

Christian Hope
As Christians hope in Jesus Christ should motivate us and drive us towards 
action.  It shouldn’t be hope in our ‘own righteousness’, or our ability to solve 
problems.  It’s a hope rooted in what God has done; what he is doing now; and 
what he will do in the future.

As we have seen, the book of Amos has many tough messages – but it ends 
with a real note of hope.  This hope is rooted in the restoration and renewal that 
God will bring about.  It’s God who ultimately ‘puts the world to rights’.

Hope is a belief that I can change; hope that we can make a difference; hope 
that things will be better.  ‘Hope is believing, despite the evidence, and then 
watching the evidence change’ (Jim Wallis)

Reading - Amos 9:8-15

Questions
• What will be the fate of the people of Israel?

There will be terrible judgement but they will not be completely destroyed. 
Verse 10 though specifically picks out those who are complacent who say 
‘disaster will not overtake us’.  But verse 11 includes the words ‘repair’, ‘build’
and ‘restore’ twice.  After the judgement, the country will be restored.

• From v.13 onwards what pictures or metaphors does Amos use to describe
the restoration of Israel?  

The renewed country is marked by security, abundance and fair reward for 
labour and hard work.  It is a vision of wholeness and fullness of life for all.  
The Hebrew word for this wholeness is ‘shalom’ – God’s wholeness which 
restores and renews people, communities and the whole of creation.  It’s a 
vision that resonates with Jesus’ words in John 10:10: ‘I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full’.



God calls us to be involved in his work of restoration – living out and speaking 
of His love, redemption and wholeness.  He calls us to good works and work 
done for his kingdom will last for eternity:  ‘These three remain: faith, hope 
and love.  And the greatest of these is love.’  (1 Corinthians 13:13)  

Christian concern for justice is a step of faith because it is a sign of the new 
creation that God will one day complete.

This is the challenge of both Amos and Jesus: 
to live out our hope in God’s love in a world of injustice.

Prayer
Gracious God, we speak our truth into your power.  We bring our hurts and our 
hopes, and those of our world, offering them up to you, trusting in your mercy 
and justice.

We pray for your mercy upon those who hurt, those whose voices are silenced, 
those who faithfully persist in speaking truth to power and for those who 
continue to demand justice in spite of the personal cost; for those who speak out
against greed and for those who cry out for a fairer distribution of wealth;

We pray for your mercy upon those who speak out against pollution and for 
those who continue to cry out the truth about environmental issues and for those
who warn of a crisis that we can avert if we act creatively.

We pray for you mercy on those who persist in telling the truth about things that
have been covered up, for those who speak to our churches words of truth, 
challenge and inspiration, and for those who provide hope.

Open our ears and hearts to those whom you call to be prophetic voices in our 
world today. Keep them strong when they are threatened and be with them 
when they face danger and death.

Eternal God, in faith and hope, we lay our prayers, spoken and unspoken at 
your feet, in the name of Jesus Christ, Your voice of justice.  Amen.



A Map to Identify Israel, Judah and the surrounding states


